country origin with a scientific bent, who only qualified in medicine because his scientific leanings were towards medical science and not because he had any intention of practising. He has made a special study of certain aspects of pharmacology and he rather despises the medical man, especially in embryo, who has to learn such a little about such a lot of subjects, so he throws him little bits of pharmacological information which he can take or leave as he likes, but that is all he is going to get! He is we should imagine a good teacher with a clear and direct manner of expression, but with a distinct weakness for trite remarks.
So much for the writer.
The first chapter is on diet and deals with water and the inorganic salts, calcium and hyper-and hypocalcemia, and fats. The next chapter is on vitamins; it contains a great deal of concise, up-to-date, and useful information on the subject, and the same may be said of the next two chapters, on hormones, which are divided, rather usually, into those of known and those of unknown structure. Chapters 5, 6, and 7 are on the central nervous system, stimulants, and depressants including narcotics.
Chapter 8 is on body temperature. The next eight chapters deal with systems, or parts of systems, sensory nerves to respiration. The rest of the chapter headings do not seem to follow any particular line of thought and are on proteins, heavy metals and metaloids, drugs that destroy life, chemotherapy, metazoa and bacteria, and there is a final chapter on general pharmacology.
Our only criticism is that the author has allowed his conciseness to carry him too far; it is a mistake on the right side from the student's point of view, but it leaves the reader the task of trying to follow the author's line of thought in order to work out his cryptic remarks. When he says, of phenolphthalein that 1 it may do harm when distributed in chocolates amongst irresponsible people', one's mind has to jump suddenly from the pharmacological laboratory to the chemist's shop and the advertisements in the daily paper.
He writes, under the heading ' malaria' over a quarter of the people of the world suffer from malaria and they consume 600 tons of quinine annually, which is not enough'. This is excellent, because it is so true. But when he writes of tetrachlorethylene, ' Many thousands of men and women have been treated with it; there have been no fatalities among the patients, but unfortunately no one knows how many fatalities there have been amongst the worms' his triteness is merely silly, because the statement is untrue.
HoVever, taking it all round, it is a book that the student will find very helpful and the information in it is certainly enough for any ordinary examination purposes: the specialist will want more complete information, but there are plenty of books where he can get it, whereas the student will find few books that will meet his needs as well as this one. We also recommend it strongly to teachers of pharmacology in India.
